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Russia Hints at Retaliation 
By Exposure of U.S. Spying 


By Margaret Shapiro 

Washington Post Foreign Service 

MOSCOW, Feb. 25 — Russia has “com- 
promising materials” implicating some U.S. 
diplomats and their Russian contacts in es- 
pionage activity here and might release this 
information in the future, an official of the 
Russian Foreign Intelligence Service told 
the Interfax news agency today. 

The unnamed official did not go into fur- 
ther details but said that “under certain cir- 
cumstances” — presumably including today’s 
expulsion of a Russian diplomat from Wash- 
ington in connection with this week’s arrest 
of a career CIA official on charges of spying 
for Russia — the information would be made 
public. 

“We don’t do anything in the United 
States that the Americans wouldn’t do 
here,” the official said. “Americans are not 
surprised when their closest allies— the 
British and French — collect information in 
the U.S. It is well known that friendship is 
one thing and special services another.” 

The official’s remarks were the first 
warning to Washington that it could face 
some embarrassing exposure if the scandal 
over a spy in the CIA is allowed to spiral out 
of control. On Tuesday Aldrich H. Ames, 
52, former head of the agency’s Soviet 
counterintelligence section, was arrested 
on charges of spying for Russia and the So- 
viet Union since 1985. The arrest has 
brought calls in Congress for a reevaluation 
of the U.S. relationship with Russia. 


Russian officials have responded with 
surprise to the uproar, suggesting that few 
people could believe that the two countries 
stopped spying on each other despite the 
warm political relations of the last few 
years. 

Today a top-ranking Foreign Ministry 
official, also quoted by Interfax, accused the 
United States of being “hypocritical” for 
expressing such shock about Russian espir 
onage when “it is well known that the 
Americans are spending considerably more 
on intelligence — ‘spying,’ in ordinary lan- 
guage — than all other countries combined.” 

But a statement issued by the Foreign 
Ministry today attempted to calm things 
down, suggesting that the Ames matter 
should be handled diplomatically — and not 
by the intelligence agencies — to avoid fur- 
ther damage to the bilateral relationship. 

“In the United States and in Russia, there 
are circles that are not interested in the 
friendship of the two biggest powers,” the 
statement said. “They have grown notice- 
ably more active” since the January Moscow 
summit at which Presidents Clinton and 
Boris Yeltsin agreed that the two countries 
now have a “mature strategic partnership.” 

Our partnership has been subject to a 
number of serious tests,” most recently 
over Russia’s initiative to avert NATO air- 
strikes on Bosnian Serb forces around Sara- 
jevo, the statement said. “We will cope with 
this misunderstanding as well.” 



